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SUBJECT: TRIAL OF SOUTH AFRICAN "MERCENARY" TO OPEN 
REE: GABORONE 2628 

1. GOB ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE OEFICIAL, DAVID JONES, TOLD 

US NOVEMBER 28 THAT TRIAL OE SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZEN RENE BERNARD 
BEYLEVELD WILL PROBABLY BEGIN IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. DEPART- 
MENT WILL RECALL THAT BEYLEVELD IS THE ONLY SUSPECT STILL 
DETAINED OF THE FOUR WHO WERE INVOLVED IN THE OCTOBER 8 INCI- 
DENT AT FRANCISTOWN (REFTEL). BEYLEVELD AND HIS COMPANIONS 
WERE ALLEGEDLY TRANSITING BOTSWANA TO JOIN RHODESIAN SECURITY 
FORCES. 

2. JONES TOLD US THAT CASE IS EIRST PROSECUTION 

UNDER BOTSWANA’S STRENGTHENED SECURITY LEGISLATION, AND ITS 
OUTCOME WILL INDICATE HOW STRICTLY COURTS WILL APPLY THE LAW. 
BEYLEVELD WILL BE CHARGED WITH CONSPIRING TO ASSIST 
PERSONS WHO THREATEN THE SECURITY OR SOVEREIGNTY OE 
BOTSWANA (E.G., RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES). CONVICTION 
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UNDER THIS ARTICLE OE BOTSWANA CRIMINAL CODE CARRIES 
SENTENCE OF NOT LESS THAN 15 YEARS NOR MORE THAN 25 
YEARS IN PRISON. 

3. ACCORDING TO JONES, PROSECUTOR IN CASE WILL HAVE NO 
DIFEICULTY IN ESTABLISHING BEYLEVELD'S INTENT TO BECOME 
MERCENARY SINCE HE WAS DRESSED IN MILITARY UNIFORM AND 
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CARRIED LETTERS OFEERING HIM POSITION IN RHODESIAN SECUR- 
ITY EORCES. NEVERTHELESS, JONES OFFERED PERSONAL OPINION 
THAT BEYLEVELD WOULD BE ACQUITTED BECAUSE COURT WOULD BE 
RELUCTANT TO CONVICT DEFENDENT WHERE MANDATORY 15-YEAR 
SENTENCE IS IMPOSED BY LAW. HOWEVER, JONES TOLD US THAT 
PRESSURE FROM SOUTH AFRICA ON BEYLEVELD'S BEHALF WOULD NOT 
PLAY ANY ROLE IN TRIAL BECAUSE OF TOTAL INDEPENDENCE OF BOTSWANA'S 
JUDICIARY. 

4. COMMENT BEYLEVELD'S CASE WILL PROBABLY BE WIDELY PUBLICIZED 
AND IS LIKELY TO PROVOKE RENEWED MEDIA AND POPULAR CONDEM- 
NATION OF ACTIVITIES OF FOREIGN MERCENARIES WHO SERVE SMITH 
REGIME. HOWEVER, THE INDEPENDENT BOTSWANA JUDICIARY MAY 
WELL DECLINE TO TRANSLATE POPULAR INDIGNATION INTO STIFF 
JAIL SENTENCE FOR BEYLEVELD. OUTCOME OF TRIAL WILL INDI- 
CATE SERIOUSNESS WHICH GOB ATTACHES TO ITS NEW SECURITY 
LAWS AND EXTENT TO WHICH IT MAY APPLY TO OTHER FOREIGN- 
ERS. 

NORLAND 
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